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EDUCATION 
2020  Ph.D. in Sociology, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 
  Expected May 2025  
       
2020  M.A., Sociology (Teaching Sociology) 
  Minnesota State University, Mankato             
Thesis Title: Saudi Religious Voices during the Arab Spring: Variations Within the Saudi 
Islamic Movements 
 
2009   B. A King Abdul-Aziz University, Saudi Arabia   
 
 
        
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Social Movements, Political Sociology, Sociology of Religion, Historical Sociology, The 
Arab Spring, Islamic Studies.   
 
 
AWARDS, GRANT AND FELLOWSHIPS 

2020 2021 Social Movement Fellowship, Kenneth P. Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences, 
University of Pittsburgh ($23,490)  

Spring 2020 Teaching Fellowship Award. Minnesota State University, Mankato. ($3300) 

 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
2014-2015  Assistant Researcher, University of Texas at Austin       
  Dr. Benjamin Claude Brower, research on The Colonial Hajj, 1798-1962 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Spring 2020  Teaching Fellowship (Instructor), Introduction of Sociology                  
   Minnesota State University, Mankato 
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Fall 2019  Internship of Teaching (Teaching Assistant), Introduction of   
  Sociology, Minnesota State University, Mankato 
       
PUBLICATIONS  
Book Chapters: 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2015. “Political developments in Saudi Arabia,” P. 58-66 in The 
Constant and the Changing 2014, edited by AlShehabi, Omar. Mubarak Al-Abdullah: 
Kuwait: Gulf University for Science and Technology. (Arabic) Link: https://goo.gl/JMfHfZ  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2014. “Political developments in Saudi Arabia”: P. 88 - 97 in The 
Constant and the Changing 2013, edited by AlShehabi, Omar. Mubarak Al-Abdullah: 
Kuwait: Gulf University for Science and Technology. (Arabic) Link: 
https://goo.gl/JXx2mw  
 
 
Translations: 
Editing and Forwarding: 
Touraine, Alain. 2019. “Pour La Sociologie” [“For Sociology”] Published in Arabic by 
Beirut: Dar al-Rawafed and Oran: Ibn Nadim. 
 
Benjamin, Brower. 2019. “A Desert Named Peace: The Violence of France's Empire in 
the Algerian Sahara, 1844-1902.”  Published in Arabic by Dar al-Rawafed and Oran: Ibn 
Nadim. 
 
Article Translations: 
Bamyeh, Mohammed. 2016. “Will the Spring Come Again?” Revolutions: Global Trends 
& Regional Issues, VOLUME 4, ISSUE. 1, 2016, (ISSN: 244.  Published in Arabic by 
Idafat: The Arab Journal of Sociology. (ISSN 45, 2019) link https://caus.org.lb/product/- ةلمج

تجلاا - ملعل - ةيبرعلا - ةلzا - تافاض    /11-إ
 
Kurzman, Charles. (2017) “Muslim- American Involvement with Violent Extremism, 
2016”. Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland Security. Published in Arabic by: 
Islamic Today. Link Available at islamtoday.  
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS (Non-Peer Reviewed): 
Book review, “Knowledge Production in the Arab World: The Impossible Promise” by 
Sari Hanafi and Rigas Arvanitis, In Arabic, Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies, 2015. 
Reviewed for Islam Today. Available in this link: 
http://www.islamtoday.net/nawafeth/artshow-42-238167.htm  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2017. “The Path of Cultural Renewal and Awareness of History” Islam 
Today, 7/28/2017. http://www.islamtoday.net/nawafeth/artshow-40-238663.htm  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2017. “Social Media Spaces and Moral Issues”. Islam Today, 5/15/2017. 
http://www.islamtoday.net/nawafeth/artshow-43-238013.htm  
 
 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2017. “Social Controversy in Saudi Arabia, Battles in the Imagination”.  
The New Arab, 4/2/2017. https://www.alaraby.co.uk/opinion/2017/4/1/-في- يعامتجا - لدج

لايلخا -في- كراعم - ةيدوعسل   1-ا
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2016. “Racism after Trump”.  The New Arab, 11/17/2016. 
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/opinion/2016/11/16/ ينملسلما - ونح - بمارت - زوف د- عب - ام - ةيرصنع -1  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2016. “Forms of Presence of Religion at Saudi Arabia”.  The New Arab, 
09/7/2016. https://www.alaraby.co.uk/opinion/2016/9/6/ ةيدوعسلا -في- نييدلا - روضلحا - لاكشأ -1  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2016. “Arab Liberals and Military Coups”.  The New Arab, 07/23/2016. 
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/opinion/2016/7/22/ ةيركسعلا - ت¡لاقنلااو - نويجيللخا - نويلابريللا -1  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2016. “Social Studies Programs Crisis: The Illusion of Knowledge” The 
New Arab, 07/02/2016. https://www.alaraby.co.uk/investigations/2016/6/30/- جمارب - ةمزأ

فيرعلما - نهولا - ةيدوعسلا -في- ةيعامتجلاا - تاساردل   ا
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2015. “The Aspirations and Hopes of the Saudis after King Abdullah.” 
Altagreer, 1/24/2015. http://altagreer.com/ ةينطو - لامآو - تاحومط /  
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Alrefai Hashem. 2014. “Question of Youth and State in Saudi Arabia.” Altagreer, 
08/23/2014. http://altagreer.com/ ةلودلا -و- بابشلا - لاؤس /  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2014. “Experts of the Islamic Movements in the Arab Gulf.” Altagreer, 
6/21/2014. http://altagreer.com/ جيللخا -في- ةي ملاسلإا - تاكرلحا - ءابرخ /  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2014. “Palestine: The Ongoing battle, Victory and the Knowledge and 
Science.” Altagreer, 6/12/2014. http://altagreer.com/¡- راصتنلااو - ةرمتسلما - ةكرعلما - ينطسلف /  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2014. “Is it Possible to Return the Arab Spring to Egypt?” Altagreer, 
07/08/2014. http://altagreer.com/ رصلم - بيرعلا - عيبرلا - ةدوع - نكملما - نم - له /  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2014. “Glimpses of Sociology.” Altagreer, 11/1/2014. 
http://altagreer.com/ عامتجلاا - ملع - نم - تالمح -1-2/  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2014.“The Future of the Arab world and Study Centers.” Altagreer, 
10/18/2014. http://altagreer.com/ تاساردلا - زكارمو - بيرعلا - لماعلا - لبقتسم /  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2014. “The Phenomenon of Sexual Accounts in Social Media.” 
Altagreer, 09/6/2014. http://altagreer.com/ وتلا - تاكبش -في- ةيح¡لإا - ت¡اسلحا - ةرهاظ /  
 
Alrefai, Hashem. 2014. “Counter-Revolution and Moral Crisis in Arab spring.” Altagreer, 
11/30/2014. http://altagreer.com/ ةيقلاخلأا - ةمزلأاو - ةداضلما - ةروثلا /  
 
PRESENTATIONS  
“Saudi Religious Voice during Arab Spring: Similarities and Differences.” Sociologists of 
Minnesota, October 10, 2019, Mankato, MN. 
 
“Saudi Religious Voice during Arab Spring: Similarities and Differences.” Presider, 
Midwest Sociology Association, April 19, 2019, Chicago, IL 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Human Rights Monitor (Saudi Arabia)          2007-2010 
Co-Founder of Saudi Anti-Corruption Association        2010-2011 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
Volunteering for the conference: Sociologists of Minnesota, October 10- 11, 2019, 
Mankato, MN. 
 
Volunteer, Social work in the Hajj (Pilgrimage) season, Mecca, Saudi Arabia 2005-2007. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
American Sociological Association  
Arab Council for the Social Sciences 

 
 
 


